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·JtHlld tn J . D111f1:1 

Clov or ,l.,j 1.:1: , , j' • u . 

In t ho ear ly 1 800 ' s the J1Gth odi~t J~plsoo!Jr l t:hu.'oh hvd 

thre e old I Oe c.; h w "ch hUi]dilI6~ , l1~ r:lli l1 C}:.npel on .3 ton ;: L;r cc.k, 

.Ner ..., elew at vr e enblink p.nd l1 t . :":i 011 IJ€l..l" ~'J.·O s t.'J.bt!re had of 

c.;vU.,c ee U66B t]H~ little \(hite Pole Uhurt:h 1.,\;11t 1):1 John 1.1t:14e41 _ 
, 

title, thell there 

hed been the Mi lls ton e "I-o(un Church 1Jui1 t on lrlnd f' of John JordJtn 

'l'radit :!011 i s that. old llt . ,; i 011 ' '' 1-18 lJuilt ill 18C8 on t 1le 

l anj:: of t'e lix Grimes " ' l'W set.tlen ill t h i s t:o!iI.~t1n j t~,' 1n 1?'10. 

1i.l!!1j! of the l)€ople of the C0Hl11UJd t ~' b e ve pictUf'6 !"' of th1e " . old 

<.: UJ.~ l;h 0n " 'h iwh i s '"fri tt Cl n II Old ; "~o unt Zi on Chur ch l1ef'r 1"r~etl 

,·est \ i:~ini~ . bujl t durjng tl1E ~c&r 183 " ~'l nd the people ha~. 

' "l..weptel t i: t.t [;8 t he ch :. te '" '}:en it '."AFj 1ui lt . He enA l~UOT'" E ~U8t 

rr. :.: t i-JE:. t ,l&te i ~ c ivell F18 tlJer u d re 110 r e Cf) j."db 1.1) £'11.0. that 

i ;:. ~or_~ c...:t un l ess it '"'L. E i ll that ;iPsr th: . t ,t>e ople ll8can to 

£00'" "lJ "nte j~ eP t I n rel)[i rill~ t his old bu jld lllS. You '"-~ ...... 

i n ~i111 eJ.c.;loce ~l decd, t1 !Ht rei'or ellwe i f.i meue to"houP8 

.':CP. ;'11 ~e .. harp of J'r o~ t , 01(1 s t l iyi nc rcr1dAIlt of 

~)", ~Li t;; , tellF me ti".llt Ella );PU l;~F.rd J ot:n \'lall ••• 



(Hd Martha hi G \,ll fQ . 1. l!und UOHsiA tll1l' of t,·,o ne;rr:s ono. f l poleE 

for t he :-urn ,? f \, 5 . 00 to .Jomae Y. 11111 e I:::J , \il11 ic.r.', neore . JohJl 

\.e!ll css . James Vr1 mcEi , J ohn Sharp , Henr:,] Ar'o ogti t" t, n:ld John 

',.a ue h . t!"u s tees. 

On !.~ov ": lr,be r CO , 1 848 in B. report b:J the truetcefj . Uartin 

. 
Di lle ~. 1.t.. bhillGtOll J,l o:J.ce B.l1d beverly Ii sugn.!.. ~. E.t.e te thot the 

'uuildilJe is \,; of.3 jJletcd to the \,;eilillg . 'l'hat tho (;OEt of "tl:e . . 
o..:hurdl "'FoE ubout ';";300 . E:.: ud ti:a t ~fO . ~hould =' nif:.h it . 111 ti",pt 

stlmG seri..J: • .cre s ton Jioore I ll aTv ny Curr:: Rlld 1io t:CH llo"lr e "ere 

appo inted trustee s t ,) fill vO\,.;fil1cicp \"hi. (;h hrd .. oc (,;' urrcu . 'rh1€ 

i s a he'--n log bui liin~ . t -":e (;r o c)::;- 'Ue :inf:" ,lcul)ed "-1 -:.h r..ud. 'the 

l')of q :E of s h infles . 

• 
Calvin J:'rice se ;ys thEt such ChUTChcs AS tit . :0 1on. l:il·mlin 

ueed h:, OyeTY 011e regurJ.le rs of denor.', ille.tioll . nlld that uo 

thvue ht " 8e g i'\.'en t o pro .... urin~ u deed for t haD ull til tbe 

LJeth ndist l'rotcst&.11ts "Ji thdl~ e'" fron the l.1eth'Jdigt .... 'r.urc.;ll in 1830. 

t hEn fi "cramble 1"as !!lade to g et th E" <1ee,l Ed ,perh('pE &0 t~e !l. P's 

could not la~ claim to them . 

+ ~'his ol d church o,i[ i nel l;; h8 ,1 n f oller .. for the 

of t b e slaves onleil b;y tile Dill e;; '!. nnJ lirimeB 

<':O~'C"u~ .lit y . but thi~ iutl lery "r.~ tni:el . 

.)"muel "Buell \"8~ onB of the orig inal 

.. ton "hur~h . olle o~ t l,e etrollgholdS of 

lUll' ;eflrB . :beverl:! I:augh. son of 



•• l eJ t~. WI , -Ion cln". ~o. I G yonrn , .'., : '1.1'oJ tt. pOFllj?~ 
to tt. ro"ro< 0.- h i . u;"IH l on ',roth,.ell '''hen It "BO"rne nC, C( "":1 
for h 1 ~ tv mo v o to the Littlo J.. ave l s . Lt hif~ deeth he left rn 

hOtJo .. 'Bbl e rt3putt1t :1 on 1.8 6 ~e!1 tleml..;}1 EolJd B t.:hrhtit ... U a ?he ::G.Y . 

J oh!1 I.aut,;h . hlJothe r S OU of .:i umnel . i c '''o ... th ;, of rer.ler.frJerllli...e 
:f
'r ""."," l' CEl~OllS , He ' ''0<" kl11f 1) 1 I l j 
." - 1-1 U V'or :er ill mete e . e": Cfl n[ 

i ll t: jf:' 1'l8UUf''''~turi n[' o f ho~ s I n d tP.F.:p~riJl@ nxer- • .H~ f-ll f.! o teug'1 t 

SL:Go.:>l Bnd p r ei'e r :t eJ t he "Q uel r.-,etnod . i-3: 8 E!tud:!. ous l:
1 

i myro ..... ed 

h 1~ lir.::J.i t ed oppOrtunities f or r~e JltE>l ir:j)rOY:'lent , And. be-.;cr-.e a 

"ell infori.led , illtelli g eut (;iti ;: en. and had. hit:: "J"U "ell tlbtured 

:Jpinior:s about quest i ons of J,>ublic ~nterest . He \':S [:' :')1' wBny 

~ ears s pr ')l£l i nell t n ember of the IJt. ~iOll church lind I 10(;(1 

prellcner thr.t E'eeos to hs.Y € but l i t t l e rep: rd f mo ,'·l.llt perf'OIlE 

Y~ ight s a:, about his discourse. tie ilS J a prrabl e &uout t t .roT 1llf 

Et one s in t he dD r k at Certa in t h i ngs . nnd :if tl: E.. "e "'AF An ont-

c ry he 1:.n61" . " . ( '.rhe A!lr~'3 'He referred to in 
trJf t SOa€thlnr t"re nlt . 1 ~he 011 3te"r- rdp 13:)01:. 

&. Jaoob \. C Ut.~h I;D d !j e~}j':; Aru05'fiB t '''e:te nl so 10ce1 I1ethod1pt 

• "'; o::,e o:~ the cless l ea:102"E after the 1,;1,11 \isr ""ere DeT! • 

C ... Oil!J€S , lJ,Jr t. lill 17rimee , l1tillSOll lJille ;,1 find .John 'f. G.t1mee. 

Around 1850 the :.iooreE , lio.or Ing s Bn d Curry. 

r;.arr.be r s of Lit • ... ion , built J.\lJunt vernon church 

'''ithdrew f rom lit . .... i~ll . 'l'h l s I..:hur';}J " h£ '~l.d 

'- - In... !ho r.1f.! bbers • 

.. ( ... ~",~ tj" '1: j )l the t1~ t~r" of r. ... ~ .. .), ~ '" .. 

c 1 j ·'e ·ti .· ,milieu ot upplr Mhr_ er . t,j -. l 



build 
(I uhurc.:h of t.he ir O\"n " h ' 

• J. r. 10(;e ~ll this c1mrc i1 llu:. t cEd o!" b... he"}) I' el'e en ' 'od 
. On I.l em" nlll - '''''od 

. , b~' J Ohu \'fu ll leeB. Clnd re:o notohed At t ho en~B 

Co thnt th~~ r it clo~~l~ t OF6ther 
~ui: j n~ jt ullllecePf:' Il_' Y to d n '1b t h e " ,'r, "'J',8 . 

u . _ '" it 1 0 not bIO"1,} ,just 

t,.t16 .,l'Oorn;,' Ureal: chur ch V'c.e llot "o""", l " -, ed 
... - ~ • I: nj '''cs f1nall:,' 

Cl '!' lldon8 d , t h e j )
6

01,10 Teturl1ell to llt . ':': 1 01J "'no .. r:e S'me of tlle1r 

Je~ .. :endants still v
lor

S::i r . 'l'his l og churell on :.L'hOl' n,y \,jr ee k~. "hile 

llot cO!'1,fl16ted , "':.S lU)ed fo r ,Ii nur.1ber of ~enrs ' :5 a PC9{H;hllJ[7 

p l ac e . John \~ c:nl e s~ €;"6 Ye the lcrs t f) Jake Shrade r I nd l.e UEe d. 

t hem to bUild h is hOuEe . Tr.. e:' tHe Rtill to i le f)un .. 't 111 the 

~hrede r house • ..l COu l d fiJld 110 fe ed ~or this uhuruh . but it 

,- LS bUil t on l End belong ing ~J the \.!!nleSE fE.r_:i l~- r.nd is llOV 

:)i';lled b;; Joe l!'ert i g . it Was all t hu ro ueside , r1J'.)u t oue-four t h 

mile l.'slov·- ~lhorl1Y l;reek st:ho :)l how·-s , cl1d nEf!r '''he re \ianlepp 

hsi his f"::""ls"t Rnd Earl tiill. The p10.ue is s till cnlled 

ti '". U!"<.:h h o llo\" . Ho Olle blOWS ,,:hell it ,".ftl~ built . but booe b e11 "Te 

'1116 vi Yi1 ria l? br 0ke out a~ld t~e ueople t)f The 

e l f en~ere , took s ides ; ; t l-J.e Grimes c11i otters t'ft1!.fl.inl., 

UlJiOll "'h1 the Dille~ , .::ihraders e nd lJoor eR ,' o1n1ne 
llJ l.no year of 113G 7 "hen II preacher 

£0::-.6 other (Jol1fcderateE t '''G Ilt to l~t •. aOJl 

t;j.lf.:>rr-c EtgtiJlled ,t ,' drj ~UE J-l.111te 

d1 j ll:Jt Lr; to ,- ,'1.1 ellt, '/ ,llC " t'l t' Q 

te, • rJ'] "l;.'l1~' "i thdre'" Illd 



~ .tit Oll tiMO '''h ila th ero 

man by the lll'lme of 
tr.C 

'''fll1 P 
') "'jch C01!t oll tlo11 

;)hu 'f' J) "h . • a t tnr OUEr h tl: t! 

ill til e 

60 0 r ..,: 
~l\, '~h " Th i s door 

t J~k the 'lId d~or 
r. 11c,,· Olle (ln1 

f~r :r..fll:. 

" u s repl n<.:ed 1) ;,' 

· ' i th the bulle holp,e' 

ol d door reOtlillsd f'l 
years t h i b 

t o h ie lor (:1..I1 i 1n pnd 

pf rt of l11r houFe. It 
ie :: till to be f:>ee,l n '" t " . " J~ e hor::c o~ Geor'-. - . b c nam r i ck . o eon 1n-la~ . 

+ lJOuut 1'aboT 13 Chool hou.~ e r UEI sot . 
.. Olle tice an ou t!loe t of 

..... onnt • .dOll chu!'<.;h . ~here wLEi qu<te 
... e ...:1t..1: e: 0; jlict'r.od.1s t c at t'n 1 Ei 

pleue . 

J..iuring the pastorc.te of nev . n nClSo:, . the old cr-.ur <.:h "'( E 

:.1a tarial l!y ~ep6 ired . :tI!l8 ')1 ' h i 1 
' J. s _ ne e r o o:: " D8 reple<.:6'1 l l :'~ c 

r::.e~c l roof . End the old logs \" e::.."u COYel"ed O\'e1' on th e oute1d e 

rith E.- mets l :;:;idi!1f . some nen s i ll'''e l' e put ill , no\" 't'"ll1\~01e 

i~~ tfi l l ed end it ~'ne ,Pa i llted on tile i n s ide . Th i s o ctal p id1ug 

t 'r:a t " '85 l)ut on the outside \:US })H i nt e d re a i n the 11rt t. pIece . 

fi nd. remained s u ch until i n l Y;--A '''hen it. ' "'CS .. Jf inted "hite . 

I n 1932 , J t r i (;kl er 11 00V\~j.· bouGh t p & iut and j.lf' 1u t ed the ~burub 

E.E Bill 011 t h e i llE i de . 

llt . _i on ,'·as a t f irs t on t he JilU1t e r ~ v1l1e c1rou1t, t _ 

c'helJ th e chur che r d i vi d ed r.nd ut . ;; i 01: ·,· er.riue i "'1 t b 'Q~c.~ 

v'h ile l'l t;.ntere vllle Dlld ot her chur cher all The 

tile tes i n Lecome ,;, ',oJ?oilltc1ellt 0 1. the 

~ : r {1 ££ ~ l d I L f ortnll i . ed iu 

•• r. f i f t eeu mecbera . ~urlng t tet 



" lrked y er ,,',' ht.rd to lJ'.l11J. u J) 
the cl' ,ll' t;h . 

~ujJpertl . ~n d9 /;;on:forta fiud jUBt 
'J.'he "'Or.lou ep onrnra4 

011 :/ thine t ho!' c O\.l ld tlJ ' d to 
C::tlke mon'3~; for th • .. .c church. 'J..'hu~· l"'Iuj:l 

/' ~. oae - third .,t the pre6cheTB 

(tel l,r:,' . bOllrrh t poin t t o p o i nt the O: tc i "e ... ""'_ 
-J 1':e CYJ UT(;h . the 

wen con tr1~ute1 ttei r ti~e 1 
0111 di ll tl f; p ,,1litint . AW! ever~:th 1r1.t 

,·~.t e:01!Je: t.lOlllj :1]11: u..!Jtil t' 
1 P. !Jeople l lEll:Oll to laoe fal th in 

t l1d ~r e~cher l6C~ ll~e t . 
I e :; t hought l~e <l id lJot "ely, t}.e t.'tr rj rt. t 

alld Harr')\'.' i>llth . After a wh ile ~_ 
, Some 0",- tne old and lo~ e. l, Y'or king 

memuers bee:ame so disguste' '''i'h tOne h 1 
~ -. w. ':) e aIfai r th~t t)er 

began one by one to leave the church nnd go to ne1£,hboring 

e: h ure:}:'5b • .lome of the r!',er.ll)ers re:!'usc .i to carr: Oll t1 .e "'ork of 

• It;.)1. ~ " '!. ! iiu:ad,: s ... ,,;i:J o l , ,hEIres s jn 1 934 there had been PIl 

e:!!'ollr.!6Jlt )f ]ietIL' 7 5 j11 t he :h;J.JdE:"~ .:H.:h:lol and Much 111tere~t 

bj"' -J"!J l ' ~ €y €r:f one . ( :Jurin..: t}H~ perio d 1 Y35 to 1'::13? feelings V'ere 

f In,:)f't j!E illt el1De ns i n the recolls t i.·uction period follov:1llE the 

ta 1'i1 ~;or) . It ".ri ll be mnny years b€fore the chur(.;h v'111 be 

.eO\"eyer, l.ir. ond lArs. Joerson He'lI'\Al1 . J.1r . and. Jlrp . JePF a ~br.4.r, 

;:: ~;/' € td r cui t . 

lher e 1s b e i ng p Uc lortl: £Ill ef::"o,·t to 6;;£I1n unit 

b:. , Bett el .h1 _-~hes . The pre~cher hns Hery iues at lit. 

Dl'v,1ntmelJt vnl b t bethel t he ne;-t . 'l'ho:; hUTe 

at ')1.8 .'1 .. _',,11 ?lIe ';WIU./. ;,' mId ~ t t l:e othbr the 

6011. u! t 'le ,.,6 'lila I.IIV8 f::Jr mlln~' ~'e8n ,ttel.de 



! 

? 

• 

'l1..n l . tiJ ~[ ~ \. e 

\,;h \l.1·c l~ Cf' I re t 1 ')u \. 

19 ",r, to 1 -.. 35 " ere ; Ud G -~ e V ~ t ~carl Gn •.• • 
f ll :!rt l c :;" !! r Ug , ~e rthe .!" c.l' t 1 g- . Una 1!'ert i g , J'l. rr,O:1 ~'er l j f? 

Ueor~c Fu r tl t . ~loroncfl rcr \ j£ . 
J,:l .. l tj e 1w:lbri L: J: . J ohl! lirl ra e e . L.har l e s l~ . 

l.ioo r e . J.la:T,'t1e nurr.cs • 
.z't t .oouJ.. ~ Ehel l , .u. =-f i e no d • u ... ·Hnel l , t. JJ ~ J ••• 

U oJ , .oO Qy er . \' i \.h 
Odn iJ fJY , lier tha 

., . 

.L'e r t i g 6wl J ohn G!" i!:le e E t:! clb b 3 I p. ll .1e r e . 

:i.'h e h is t o.!"~ of LIt. ;;' lon l' A" 
p be e n slo11£ I 1:(1 to ";.Cl r n y one . 

b ut i n ~~ i '.:e. '):i a :;.~e y ' r.:!a, j ')l' d i sClf:t e C: :.1ent, t!: l r: 
a l l 1; 1~ Ul' ch h u s. 

b een t he 5{;i"ne '1£ mRny 01r1 :' 1r:1€ :' e , -1 YPo I rr o:e t 1n,e-s: end rr.Sll:" l 'fl :Jpl e 

... ·lill 1.:101:. bB(: l~ o n i t l ~ E> t::ce Eo t " l r. c e ~ \ . 

... C r.... 0 _ \"or ~ hi p . ih en t he- c,11u r "; Le E' 

" 'e!'';; ll!.l i te d t h e:!"e ": l!E t~i)F.!€ t l 11: of di~l;ollt illUint; tit . :" lon , f ome 

e"\ eJl \-b: lted to t ear it ol OV-ll , hut ~or._t;l oup. ~'J t. n ,,L' e tr.fll [j 

fl un,jl"6 d Rif Jl6 rs on n .ve ti t i on t o ke e p t.h e olii c i-,u rc.: l1 fH' r- l fl1 d 

ma :-k . lt iE b el i e v Gd t o l) G t he o1 1eEt cnurl,;h ill the C0 1U1 t.~, . 

t i"lrl l. s t i l l s t nn -ic And i ~ st ill upe d . 'l'h e r e i:: foons tul l:. o f 

r en'J)"I," i ng t h e ~Je tBl t;'Ji"erillt f:t ');J 't};s nu t sido fl lld r cP t ,)l'i!!f it ~~ 

its ori g inn l Etn tp. . 

j,ir R. L,:lUra lirimes is collecti nl" n on e:.,' to p ut r;. n e"-

fe n cs nr ound the t;l!Ui\,;h lot and rur roulHl ine- (;Gre t e :-:' thrt is 

t he tC ~ t int; }ll e ...:o of t-= ,) n1i11:1 of tr.e ol d .p i Ollf': or s of t11 1 s 

~ ~h ur~h re~orue . 

&. .t'ri(;el:': Jjj e tOl'j' . 

1 1-1'·1 it, ~jd B ..,; J: 'l:J:i t: 
-:or __ J); ~6f"'''' f:: O:Jd hue" 
, .' f ) J 1 .. ;. tJ.e hift)r;' 
, 1' t ne ur.u .. ~h lUl'llle' 
".A t t l ' • I l~F~ ,03 

• 1:1 

I . . '" Dj 11e;l . 

Ii . .., . 1. " n'" Gr1ln •••• +j 

r~el ~~ rtis , u. ~. 

.J he : t 10 IJ'!'ll ~1 ck 


